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Til  Apostil*  of  the  Fna:fl  Absorbs  the 
Mcenery  np  tha  Mississippi  and 

Thihka  it  Fine. 

Mr.  Wilde,  ihe  »'iheilc,  arrived  m  the 
J  ul  ten  Him  it'  last  e  veiling  at  t>  «/ cluck.  He 
was  received  by  Mr.  Kiiitm,  niul  iu  a  car¬ 
riage  was  taken  to  hi*  hotel,  jle  used  up 
the  lime  from  th at  hour  until  nearly  eight 
o’clock  arranging  hi*  toiM.  HU  appeal 
•UC0  was  somewhat  disarranged,  us  l.e  had 
ridden  on  the  roar  end  of  the  tram  from 
Sabuia  to  this  clti,  a  dUtatuv  of  mites 
and  only  for  tu*  mat*  up  one  would 
hive  taken  him  for  one  of  the  brakeiUrU. 
Tbe  scenery  along  the  M  H$N>fppi  benv^n 
this  city  and  iSabnia  b  somethin*  that  the 
most  fastidious  could  easily  eu|oy(  and 
when  It  la  brought  to  the  care  of  a  man  like 
Mr.  VVHde.  It  cau  scarcely  be  imagined  huw 
superb  tbe  whole  must  have  been.  Atb:*u 
Mr.  Wilde’s  agent,  Mr.  Vale,  came  upon  the 
stage  and  requested  the  audience  to  come 
together  and  seat  themselves  lu  tbe  par 
quette,  Hut  lew,  however,  cotupl  led  with  tbo 
request,  the  audience  remaining  consider 
ably  scattered,  Mr.  Wilde  presented  himself 
before  bis  rather  small  assembly  at  »,Su, 
lie  wore  a  black  velvet  coat  falling  to  nit 
hips:  koe©  breeches  with  dark  silk  hose; 
low  slippers  tied -with  a  black  silk  ribbon  in 
a  bow ;  white  silk  gloves,  red  necktie,  and  a 
red  handkerchief  in  his  kft  breast  pocket. 
This  audience  sat  as  quiet  as  though  they 
ware  at  tbe  funeral  of  a  friend;.  Mr,  Wilde 
went  on  to  describe  the  beauties  of  scenery, 
also  drawing  to  the  minds  t  f  his  audience 
tbe  many  beauties  in  colors  It  is  a  pretty 
hard  blatter  to  say  how  well  the  audience 
were  pleased,  but  from  ihelr  manifestations, 
we  should  say  It  was  with  silent  con 
tempt.  The  following  Is  Liu*  idea  lie  has  of 
the  Mississippi  river:  ”1  think  no  well- 
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the  Mississippi  river:  "l  think  no  well- 
behaved  river  would  overflow  as  it  has  dune, 
though  1  am  quite  ready  to  admit  Its  beauty. 

1  notked  a  warn  of  pure  water  In  each  dry 
along  its  banks,  caused  evidently  by  the 
overflow.  The  streets  arc  also  lu  a  dread-  , 
ful  condition  in  nearly  all  these  cities,  and 
this  fact  seems  to  indicate  to  me  a  serious 
want  of  provision  against  these  extraordi-  ( 
nary  catastrophes.  It  is  quite  impossible  i 
to  have  any  art  unless  you  have  good  air,  j 
good  water  and  clean  cities.'1 

The  audience,  although  tblo  in  the  begin¬ 
ning,  became  testhettcaily  mote  so  tn  rure 
I  Oscar  had  finished  his  ujonotouous  lecture 
on  "rei-na-jans.*’ 


